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Can Private Sector R&D Feed the Poor?

Tuesday 27 October 2009 
 Parliamentary Conference ~The Theatrette, Parliament House 

Conference Dinner ~ The Mural Hall, Parliament House

 Wednesday 28 October 2009 
Parliamentary Breakfast ~ The Mural Hall, Parliament House
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Annual International ConferenceAnnual International Conference

“Our 2009 conference will focus on the intersecting roles of the private, 
the not for profi t and the public sectors in global food security.  Now is the 
time to encourage the private sector - from large multi-nationals, to smaller 
companies and individual farmers - to make a signifi cant diff erence to food 
production in developing countries, in partnership with governments and 
the not for profi t sector.”

The Hon Neil Andrew AO
Chairman, The Crawford Fund

THE CRAWFORD FUND

Canberra, ACT



THE PARLIAMENTA RY  CON F E RE N C E

8.00      Registration

OPENING AND SET TING THE SCENE                                            8 : 4 5 - 1 1 : 0 0
_______________________________________________________

8:45 Welcome and Introductions
 The Hon Neil Andrew AO, Chairman, The Crawford Fund

8:50 Opening Address
 The Hon Stephen Smith MP, Australian Minister for Foreign Aff airs (TBC)

9:05 Private Sector R&D and Small Farmers: What Is and What Can Be?
 Dr Marco Ferroni, Executive Director, Syngenta Foundation for    

Sustainable Agriculture

9:30 Reassessing Public-Private Roles in Agricultural R&D for 
Economic Development 

 Professor Philip Pardey, Professor of Science and Technology Policy, the  
Department of Applied Economics and Director of the University of 
Minnesota’s International Science and Technology Practice and Policy Center

9:55 Press conference (Theatrette)

10:00 MORNING TEA in Mural Hall

T H E  P R I VAT E  S E C TO R  I N  AG R I C U LT U R A L  I N P U TS                       1 1 : 0 0 - 1 : 0 0
_______________________________________________________    
11:00 Introductions by Chair
 Dr Nick Austin, Chief Executive Offi  cer, Australian Centre for 

International Agricultural Research

11:05 Soil Fertility and Fertiliser Research and Development
 Dr Amit H. Roy, President and Chief Executive Offi  cer, IFDC – An 

International Centre Creating Food Security and Agricultural Sustainability 

11:20 Livestock and Their Health Products and Services 
 Dr Doug Gray, ACIAR Research Program Manager and formerly 

Regional Coordinator for the International Livestock Research Institute

11:35 Agricultural Machinery - Problems and Potential
 Dr Jeff  Tullberg, Director CTF Solutions; Hon. Research Consultant, 

University of Queensland

12:00 LUNCH in Mural Hall 

THE POWER OF PARTNERSHIPS                                                    1 : 0 0 - 3 : 3 0
_______________________________________________________

1:00 Introductions by Chair
 Dr Peter O’Brien, Managing Director, Rural Industries R&D Corporation

1:05 A Private Sector Perspective 
 Dr William Niebur, DuPont Vice President, Crop Genetics Research 

and Development and a member of Private Sector Committee for the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research 

Partnership Case Studies from Agricultural Research Centres

1:30 Staple Crops, Smallholder Farmers and Multinationals 
 Dr Thomas Lumpkin, Director General, International Maize and Wheat  

Improvement Centre (CIMMYT) and Ms Janice Armstrong, Vice 
President, Corporate Aff airs, Asia Pacifi c & China, Monsanto

2:00 Private Sector Partnering on Crops for the Poorest of the Poor 
 C L Laxmipathi Gowda, Global Theme Leader-Crop Improvement and  

Management, International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics

2:20  Vegetables and Small Private Sector Interests 
 Dr Dyno Keatinge, Director General, AVRDC - The World Vegetable Centre

2:40 AFTERNOON TEA in Mural Hall
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E N CO U R AG I N G  C R E AT I V E  C A P I TA L I S M  I N  A F R I C A  A N D  A S I A        3 : 3 0 - 4 : 1 5 
_______________________________________________________          
3:30 Introductions by Chair
 Mr Peter Baxter, Acting Director-General, AusAID

3:35 The Private Sector and ‘A Green Revolution for Africa’
 Dr Namanga Ngongi, President, Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa

3:55 Linking Asia’s Farmers to the Global Economy
 Dr Peter Horne, Research Program Manager, ACIAR and formerly at the  

International Centre for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) based in Asia

PA N E L  “QA N DA” S E S S I O N                     4 : 1 5 - 5 : 0 0 
_______________________________________________________          
4:15 Chair of Q&A panel session of a range of speakers
 Mr Michael Taylor, Chair of the Murray Darling Basin Authority and 

former head of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

5:00 Close for Dinner
 The Hon Neil Andrew AO, Chairman, The Crawford Fund

_______________________________________________________

THE CONFERENCE DINNER 

SIR JOHN CRAWFORD MEMORIAL ADDRESS TO BE PRESENTED BY 
THE HON BOB MCMULL AN MP,  PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY FOR                   
INTERNATIONAL DE VELOPMENT ASSISTANCE

2009 is the 25th anniversary of the death of Sir John Crawford, a 
remarkable Australian who contributed at the highest levels to the 
development of Australia and other countries, and was a passionate 
supporter of international agricultural research for development. 

From 2009, the Crawford Conference will include a Memorial Address 
by a leading fi gure in international development.   In this inaugural 
year, the Parliamentary Secretary for International Development 
Assistance, The Hon Bob McMullan MP has kindly agreed to give the
address.  The subject and content of the lecture is left to the  
discretion of the chosen speaker but it is expected that it will be on a 
major issue of international development.

6:30 Guests to arrive at the Mural Hall, Parliament House, to be 
seated for the address at 7.00pm.   Dinner to follow from 
7.30pm – 9.00pm

_______________________________________________________

THE PARLIAMENTARY BREAKFAST 

CONCLUSIONS AND THE WAY FORWARD

7:00 Registration

7:30 Welcoming Remarks and Introductions
 The Hon Neil Andrew AO, Chairman, The Crawford Fund

8:00 Refl ections, Conclusions and the Way Ahead
 Dr Prabhu Pingali, eminent agricultural economist, Deputy Director of 

Agricultural Development at the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation; 
formerly, the Director of the Agricultural and Development Economics 
Division of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

8:20 Australian Private Sector Investment in Australian and 
International  Agriculture

 Dr Joanne Daly, Group Executive, Agribusiness, CSIRO 

8:40 Questions and Answers

9:00 Closing Remarks
 The Hon Neil Andrew AO, Chairman, The Crawford Fund



In addition to the Minister for Foreign Aff airs, The Hon Stephen Smith MP, 
whom we hope to have in our program, and the Parliamentary Secretary for 
International Development Assistance, The Hon Bob McMullan MP,  other 
keynote speakers include:

Dr Marco Ferroni, a Swiss national, is an expert in 
international agriculture and sustainability issues. Marco 
Ferroni joined the Syngenta Foundation as its Executive 
Director in 2008, after a career in multilateral institutions 
and government. Before joining the Foundation, Ferroni 
worked at the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) 
and the World Bank in Washington DC. As a Deputy 
Manager of the Sustainable Development Department 
of the IDB, he had responsibility for regional sector policy 

and technical support to the Bank’s country departments. As the Principal 
Offi  cer in the Bank’s Offi  ce of Evaluation and Oversight, he directed evaluation 
studies that assessed the relevance, performance and results of Bank 
strategies and investments. As a senior advisor at the World Bank, he advised 
on donor relations and directed work on international public goods and their 
role in foreign aid and international aff airs. Ferroni holds a doctoral degree in 
agricultural economics from Cornell University. 

Professor Philip Pardey, an Australian native, is 
Professor of Science and Technology Policy in the 
Department of Applied Economics at the University of 
Minnesota and director of the University’s International 
Science and Technology Practice and Policy (InSTePP) 
center. Previously he was a senior research fellow at the 
International Food Policy Research Institute, Washington 
DC where he led the Institute’s Science and Technology 
Policy Program. He is a Fellow of the American Agricultural 

Economics Association and a Distinguished Fellow and President-Elect of 
the Australian Agricultural and Resource Economics Society. His research 
deals with the fi nance and conduct of R&D globally, methods for assessing 
the economic impacts of research, and the economic and policy (especially 
intellectual property) aspects of genetic resources and the biosciences. 

Dr Prabhu Pingali, an Indian national, is Head of 
Agricultural Policy and Statistics, Agriculture Development 
Division, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Formerly 
Director of the Agricultural and Development Economics 
Division of the Food and Agriculture Organization, United 
Nations, from 2002-2007. Pingali was elected to the US 
National Academy of Sciences as a Foreign Fellow in May 
2007. He was the President of the International Association 
of Agricultural Economists from 2003-2006. He was elected 

Fellow of the American Agricultural Economics Association in 2006. Also in 2006, 
he was appointed to the U.S. National Academies Round Table on Sustainability. 
He co-chaired the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment Panel’s working group 
on Future Scenarios. Pingali has over 25 years of experience in analyzing food, 
agriculture and development policy in Asia, Africa and Latin America.  He earned 
a PhD in Economics from North Carolina State University in 1982. 

Dr Namanga Ngongi joined the Alliance for a Green 
Revolution in Africa (AGRA) as its President in November 
2007. He has extensive experience in agriculture and 
management of international organizations.  He worked 
in Cameroon as an Extension Offi  cer and deputy head 
of projects in the ministry of agriculture before being 
assigned in 1980 as Representative to the UN food 
agencies in Rome.  He joined the World Food Program in 
1984 and became Deputy Executive Director in 1994.  In 

2001 he was appointed Special Representative of the UN Secretary General 
to the Democratic Republic of Congo, and led the peace keeping mission for 
two years.  He helped put together the transitional government.  Dr Ngongi 
retired from the UN in 2003.  Ngongi obtained a BS in agriculture from the 
California State Polytechnic University in 1968, and MS (1973) and PhD (1976) 
degrees, from Cornell University.

BackgroundBackground
Some technologies produced for the developed world fl ourish in the 
developing world. The most obvious recent example is the mobile phone 
which has been readily adopted around the world with such signifi cant 
impact. But agricultural technologies that have taken hold in wealthier 
economies often don’t fi nd their way to poorer countries. 

Given that the private sector now does half of the world’s agricultural research 
and development, and some innovations like Roundup and cheap power 
sources are rapidly spreading to the small farmers of poorer nations, why isn’t 
more private agricultural R&D reaching them?

This year’s Crawford Fund Annual Conference seeks to explore ways in 
which the private sector can engage in international agricultural research, 
development and extension to the benefi t of the rural poor. It tackles the 
longstanding problem of the persistent failure of the private sector to 
develop and introduce agricultural products, technologies and services so 
badly needed in the poorest developing countries. This failure is magnifi ed 
when you consider the benefi t that could fl ow to poor farmers if there was 
a shift to poorer nations in the overwhelming emphasis of private R&D 
investment in seeds, animal health products, fertiliser and other technology 
inputs from developed country markets.

We have called on a group of outstanding international and national 
specialists who come from the private, not-for-profi t, philanthropic and public 
research sectors to consider the key issues across agriculture and what it 
means for international agricultural research. 

N E W  CO N F E R E N C E  S T R U C T U R E  I N  2 0 0 9
After some 15 years of Crawford Fund conferences and following feedback 
from previous years’ events, the program for the 2009 Crawford Fund 
conference has been changed to provide opportunities for additional 
delegates, networking and impact.   

The event will involve the traditional Parliamentary one-day conference, a 
conference dinner and a Parliamentary breakfast. Each will involve new speakers 
and additional opportunities for knowledge, feedback and networking.

The one day event will include an extended panel session which will be 
structured along the lines of a “QandA” with a strong chairing role being 
envisaged, to allow for additional opportunities for questions and discussions. 

The year 2009 is the 25th anniversary of the death of Sir 
John Crawford. Accordingly, the event will be marked by 
a Memorial Address by a leading fi gure in international 
development prior to a conference dinner. The subject 
and content of the lecture is left to the discretion of 
the chosen speaker but it is expected that it will be 
on a major issue of international development.  In this 
inaugural year, The Hon. Bob McMullan MP, Parliamentary 
Secretary for International Development Assistance, has 
kindly agreed to present the Address.

Our usual invitation-only speakers’ breakfast for MP’s 
will be opened to the conference delegates and involve 

speakers who are not part of the one day Parliamentary conference.

After three years of surveying delegates on the introduction of a charge to 
go towards covering the increasing venue and catering costs at Parliament 
House, a modest charge will be introduced to cover some of these costs 
and the additional dinner and breakfast events which are part of the 2009 
conference. Delegates can sign up for all or any of the program of events.

MED IA  E n qui ri es:
Media are encouraged to contact us if they are planning on attending part 
or all of the event.  A media kit, with all presenter biographies, abstracts, 
backgrounders and press releases will be available at the conference.  To 
pre-arrange interviews or for other media enquiries, contact Cathy Reade, 
coordinator - Public Awareness, The Crawford Fund, telephone 0413 575 934 
or email cathy.reade@crawfordfund.org

Keynote SpeakersKeynote Speakers

The Hon Bob McMullan MP 
Parliamentary Secretary for
International Development 
Assistance



We much prefer that you register online through the link on this page or by accessing the website: http://www.crawfordfund.org

If you are unable to do so, please complete this form and return to: 

On Q Conference Support, PO Box 3711, Weston Creek, ACT 2611  ABN 93 835 779 670 

Fax: 02 6161 4719  Tel: 02 6288 3998  Email: info@onqconferences.com.au 

SECTION 1: PERSONAL DETAILS 

Title:_____________ First name: ___________________Surname: _______________________________________

Position: ____________________________________ Organisation:  _____________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________State: ________ Postcode:________Telephone:  ____________________________________

Mobile:______________________________Email: ___________________________________________________

Delegate List Consent - Your name, position title, organisation and State as given in this form (and any subsequent amendment) will 
be included in the Delegate List produced for the Conference which may be supplied to organising bodies, sponsors and all delegates 
attending the Conference. 

� Please tick if you do notdo not  consent to inclusion of your details on the Delegate List.

SECTION 2: SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 
If you have specifi c dietary requirements please indicate below. We will endeavour to cater to your needs but this may not be possible 
in all cases.  We will advise you if this is the case.  

Dietary: ___________________________________________________ Mobility: _______________________________________

SECTION 3: REGISTRATION FEES  (All prices quoted incl. GST)

The ‘Full Crawford Fund registration’ cost includes:  Attendance for one delegate to the Parliamentary Conference, 8:45am, Tuesday 27 
October;  Attendance for one delegate to the Conference Dinner, 6:30pm, Tuesday 27 October; Attendance for one delegate to the 
Parliamentary Breakfast, 7:00am, Wednesday 28 October.   It is also possible to purchase each function separately.  Please indicate your 
requirements by ticking the boxes below and noting the total cost of your selections where indicated.  You will be sent a tax invoice 
within 14 days of receipt of your registration.

� Full Crawford Fund registration .............................  $220             � Parliamentary Conference only ...........................$90 
� Parliamentary Conference and Breakfast  .......  $110             � Dinner only ...................................................................$135
� Parliamentary Conference and Dinner .............  $200             � Breakfast only .................................................................$80

I would like to purchase  ___  additional tickets to:
� Parliamentary Conference only $90        � Dinner only  $135       � Breakfast only  $80        Registration T otal AUD $__________  

SECTION 4: ACCOMMODATION (Please ensure you read the accommodation refund/cancellation policy below).

A number of accommodation rooms are held for the convenience of delegates at Rydges Capital Hill, Forrest.   If you should prefer 
accommodation other than that listed below, please don’t hesitate to call On Q Conference Support on 02 6288 3998.  Please note 
that bookings will only be accepted if a deposit (of 1 night’s stay minimum) is paid OR you confi rm provision of your credit card details 
which may be passed onto the hotel as a holding deposit.  Any outstanding balance and incidentals are then to be fi xed with the hotel 
upon check out. 

Date In: _______________ETA: ______Date Out:_______________  � Smoking    � Non-Smoking

� I will be accompanied by/have arranged to share with: ________________________________

Property Room Type           Cost
Rydges Capital Hill, Forrest Single / Double / Twin Deluxe Room $235.00  Accommodation Total AUD $__________
http://www.rydges.com

                  
 

Please complete the following:

� I will be pre-paying for ____ night(s) and will settle any outstanding balance and incidentals

� Please forward my credit card details to the hotel as a holding deposit.  

ACCOMMODATION REFUND/CANCELLATION:  Any cancellations of accommodation must be made in writing to the Conference Manager 
thirty days prior to the Conference (Monday 21 September 2009). Any cancellation made after this date, will be accepted, however the 
deposit paid may not be refunded in all instances. This is hotel policy. Please note that if you provide credit card details and cancel after 21 
September 2009, the hotel is also entitled to deduct one night’s accommodation in lieu.

SECTION 7: PAYMENT SUMMARY

TAX INVOICE   (All prices incl. GST)  ABN: 93 835 779 670

�  Enclosed is my cheque  (made payable to On Q Conference Support)
�   I am faxing my requirements, payment will follow by mail.
�  Direct Deposit (EFT) to account details provided.  Please provide faxed confi rmation.
�   Please charge my credit card.      Is this a corporate card?    � Yes � No 

Type of card:  � AMEX   � VISA      � BC    � MC    � DINERS

Number on card:        __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __       Expiry date: ____ /____

Name of cardholder: _____________________________________________Signature of cardholder: __________________________________

A tax invoice/receipt will be issued for all payments within 14 days of receipt of registrations.
For all enquiries regarding registration, contact:

On Q Conference Support | PO Box 3711, Weston ACT 2611 |  T: (02) 6288 3998  F: (02) 6161 4719 |  E: info@onqconferences.com.au

REGISTRATION FORM
The Crawford Fund Annual International Conference, Canberra
Tuesday 27 October 2009 - Parliamentary Conference, The Theatrette, Parliament House  
Tuesday 27 October 2009 - Conference Dinner, The Mural Hall, Parliament House
Wednesday 28 October 2009 - Parliamentary Breakfast, The Mural Hall, Parliament House

Account Details:       BSB: 06 2912
Account No:   1015 3163      
Name: On Q Conference Support  

Registration Fees:   AUD$ ___________

Accommodation AUD$ ___________

GRAND TOTAL TO PAY: AUD$ ___________

What is  The Crawford Fund? 
The Crawford Fund’s 
purpose is to encourage 
investment in international 
agricultural research (IAR) 
by governments and the 
private sector, in the belief 
that it is an essential, high 
priority, international activity. 
We believe that IAR holds 
the key to alleviating rural 
poverty in developing countries, and can thus open 
the door to economic progress. Good news is worth 
sharing, and the Fund’s Public Awareness Campaign 
increases understanding of the importance and 
potential of IAR, its achievements and needs. 

The Fund also has a training program that fi lls a 
niche by off ering practical, highly focused non-
degree instruction to men and women engaged 
in agricultural research and management in 
developing countries.

The Crawford Fund, 
Tel: (02) 62858309
Website: www.crawfordfund.org

______________________________

The Crawford Fund wishes to thank 
its supporters and sponsors for the 
event including:

• ACIAR – the Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research

• AusAID – the Australian Agency for 
International Development

• Australian Government Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

• AVRDC – The World Vegetable Centre

• Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

• CIMMYT

• CSIRO Livestock Industries

• Grains Research and Development 
Corporation

• IFDC – An International Centre 
Creating Food Security and Agricultural 
Sustainability 

• Industrial Research Limited

• International Crops Research Institute for 
the Semi-Arid Tropics

• Monsanto

• Pioneer Hi-Bred, A DuPont Business

• Rural Industries Research and 
Development Corporation

• Syngenta Crop Protection

• Syngenta Foundation for Sustainable 
Agriculture

Sir John Crawford

CANCELLATION POLICY:   Any cancellations and/or changes 
to registrations must be made in writing and forwarded to the 
Conference Manager. Cancellations received before Monday 5 
October 2009 will receive a full refund less $50.00 cancellation 
fee. There will be no refunds for cancellations after this date. All 
refunds will be processed at the conclusion of the Conference. 
Substitute delegates are welcome. Please advise the name of 
the new delegate in writing to the Conference Manager. 

CLICK HERE TO 
REGISTER ONLINE

https://events.onqconferences.com.au/getdemo.ei?id=28&s=_0Q00KU9IX
http://www.crawfordfund.org
http://www.crawfordfund.org

