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An African Green Revolution Leading to Development
Africa has been food insecure for decades. Food production has lagged behind population growth. 
Per capita food availability has declined. Malnutrition still stands at 33 per cent. Agricultural imports 
are on the increase especially for rice, wheat and maize. Yet African governments allocate only about 
5 per cent of national budgets to agriculture. However, African governments have set up CAADP - a 
Comprehensive framework for investments in agriculture, and have undertaken to allocate at least 
10 per cent of national budgets to agriculture, though few have achieved that target. The Alliance 
for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA), an African led partnership initially set up by The Rockefeller 
Foundation and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and now joined by DFID, works across the 
agriculture value chain with both public and private sector to promote rapid adoption of productivity 
enhancing technologies by smallholder farmers, most of them women. AGRA supports programs 
in seed systems, soil health, market access, policy implementation and innovative financing. 
Improved seeds bred in public research institutions in Kenya, Malawi, Tanzania and Uganda are 
multiplied by private seed companies, and publicly financed input support programs are accessed 
by smallholder farmers through agro-dealers. Agro-dealers are financed through credit guarantee 
schemes with private banks. Future investments to strengthen public/private partnerships in climate 
change adaptive research and extension will be critical to sustain an African Green revolution. The 
development of Africa’s agriculture, especially the smallholder staple crop sub-sector, to dramatically 
increase productivity, production and incomes of the majority of Africa’s population who are engaged 
in agriculture, will stimulate rapid economic growth as evidenced by countries such as Malawi and 
Rwanda. However, to transform African agriculture into a highly productive, efficient, competitive and 
sustainable system that leads to overall rapid economic growth, requires nothing short of a green 
revolution. 
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