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Your directors present this report on the company for the financial year ended 30 June 2015. 

 
Directors 

 
The names of each person who has been a director during the year and to the date of this report 

are:  

The Hon John D Anderson 

Professor Kaye Basford 

Dr Denis G Blight 

Mr Terrence J Enright  

Dr Alan Finkel 

Professor Helen M Garnett  

Dr Tony K Gregson 

Dr Margaret L Hartley  

The Hon John C Kerin 

Mr Ian M MacKinnon 

Dr John C Radcliffe 

The Hon Margaret Reid  

Mr Michael J Taylor  

 
Directors have been in office since the start of the financial year to the date of this report unless otherwise 
stated. 

 

Objectives 
 

The principal objective of the company is to promote the application of science and technology to the 

practical purpose of ecologically sustainable agriculture development and the effective management of 

natural resources, in the developing world and in Australia. 

Further objectives of the company are to: make more widely known the benefits that accrue from 

international agricultural research; encourage greater support for, and participation in this research by 

Australian governmental and non-governmental organisations and in particular the industrial and scientific 

communities of Australia; work together and in conjunction with the community in the developing countries; 

undertake cooperative activities and develop relationships with existing organisations to provide support for 

the communities; and do such other things as are incidental or ancillary to the attainment of the objects of the 

company. 

 
Principal Activities 

 
The principal activities of the company were: 

 The conduct  of  35 specialist  training  courses  in Australia  and the  developing  countries for  350 

developing country scientists; 

 3 Master Classes on key topics in international agricultural research with 60 participants in total; 

 The Annual Crawford Fund Parliamentary Conference conducted in Parliament House on 27 and 28 

August 2014. The Conference, which was attended by approximately 300 people, was titled: Ethics, 

Efficiency and Food Security: Feeding the 9 Billion, Well? The event attracted media attention and 

provided opportunities for additional stakeholder meetings;  

 The release of our "Doing Well by Doing Good Report" was launched in December with national media 

attention and has been followed with State-based events, principally in Brisbane, Sydney and 
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Adelaide. Subsequent seminars are planned for 2015-16. In addition a series of meetings have been 

held with relevant Cabinet Ministers and stakeholders. 

 A series of other public awareness activities including events, media interviews and promotions on 

the contribution and benefits of research to the developing world and Australia. Notable amongst 

these were journalist visits,  which attracted extensive media coverage; media attention for Master 

Classes and other Crawford Fund training; partnering for media assistance with key agriculture 

and agronomy conferences: and ad hoc media outreach on food security issues. 

The company conducts assessments of the impact of its activities to measure their contributions to the 

achievement of its objectives. The directors are satisfied that all of its activities are contributing 

satisfactorily either directly or indirectly to the promotion and application of science and technology to 

ecologically sustainable agriculture. 

 
Member's Liabilities 
The company is incorporated under the Corporations Act 2001 and is a company limited by guarantee. If 

the company is wound up, the constitution states that each member is required to contribute a maximum 

of $2.00 each towards meeting any outstanding obligations of the company. At 30 June 2015, the total 

amount that the member of the company is liable to contribute if the company is wound up is $20 (2014: 

$20). 

 

 

Information on Directors 

The Hon John Kerin Director 
Qualifications AM, FTSE 
Experience Former Minister for Primary Industries and Minister for Overseas 

Trade and Development 

Special Responsibilities Chair 

The Hon John D Anderson Director 
Qualifications AO 
Experience Former Deputy Prime Minister and Leader of the National Party 
Special Responsibilities Chair of New South Wales Committee 

Professor Kaye Basford Director (appointed 13 Jan 2014 ) 
Qualifications FTSE 

Experience Former President, Academic Board and Former Head, School of  

Land, Crop and Food Sciences, The University of Queensland 
Special Responsibilities Chair of Queensland Committee 

Dr Denis G Blight Director 
Qualifications AO, FRSA 
Experience Former Director-General of CAB International 

Special Responsibilities Chief Executive Officer 

Mr Terence J Enright Director 
Qualifications DSc (Hon) University of Western Australia 
Experience Former Chairman of the Grains Research and Development 

Corporation, Farmer 

Special Responsibilities Chair of Western Australia Committee 

Dr Alan Finkel Director 
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Qualifications AO FTSE 
Experience President of the Australian Academy of Technological Sciences  and 

Engineering 

Special Responsibilities None 

Professor Helen M Garnett Director 
Qualifications PSM, FTSE, FAICD 
Experience Chair of the Australian Biosecurity Intelligence Network 
Special Responsibilities Chair of Northern Territory Committee 

Dr Tony K Gregson  
Qualifications AM, FRACI, FTSE 
Experience Chairman of Plant Health Australia and former Chair of 

the Board of Trustees of Bioversity International, Farmer 

Special Responsibilities Chair of Victoria Committee 

Dr Margaret L Hartley Director 
Qualifications FTSE 
Experience Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Academy of Technological 

Sciences and Engineering 
Special Responsibilities None 

Mr Ian M MacKinnon Director 
Qualifications Extensive career in Agro-politics focusing on R&D 

 
 

 R&D for over 40 years 

Experience Tasmanian Agriculturalist and Former Chairman of GRDC Southern 
Panel 

Special Responsibilities Chair of Tasmania Committee 

Dr John C Radcliffe Director 
Qualifications AM, FTSE 
Experience Former Deputy Chief Executive, CSIRO, and Director-General of 

Agriculture, South Australia 

Special Responsibilities Chair of South Australia Committee 

The Hon Margaret Reid Director (Acting Chair) 
Qualifications AO 
Experience Former President of the Senate and Liberal Whip 
Special Responsibilities Chair of ACT Committee 

Mr Michael J Taylor Director 
Qualifications AO, FTSE 
Experience Former Permanent Secretary Federal Government Departments 

and Chair Murray Darling Basin Authority 

Special Responsibilities None 
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Meetings of Directors 

During the financial year, 2 meetings of directors were held. Attendances by each director were as follows: 

 Eligible to attend Attended 

The Hon John C Kerin  2 1 

The Hon John D Anderson 2 1 

Professor Kaye Basford  2 2 

Dr Denis G Blight 2 2 
Mr Terence J Enright 2 2 

Dr Alan Finkel 2 2 

Professor Helen M Garnett 2 0 

Dr Tony K Gregson 2 2 

Dr Margaret L Hartley 2 2 

Mr Ian M MacKinnon 2 2 

Dr John C Radcliffe 2 2 

The Hon Margaret Reid  2 2 

Mr Michael J Taylor 2 1 

 
Mr. Kerin was granted leave of absence on 5 June for a period up to and including 12 August 2015. Margaret 
Reid accepted the post of Board Chair for that period.  
 
  
Auditor's Independence Declaration 
 
The auditor's independence declaration for the year ended 30 June 2015 has been received and can be 

found on page 5 of the financial report. 

 
 

This directors' report is signed in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors. 
 
 
 

 
 

Director: 
DG Blight AO FRSA 
 
 

Dated this 1 2day of August 2015 



 

 

McLean Delmo Bentleys 
Audit Pty Ltd 

Level 3, 302 Burwood Rd 
Hawthorn Vic 3122 

PO Box 582 Hawthorn Vic 3122 

ABN 54 113 655 584 

T  +61 3 9018 4666 
F  +61 3 9018 4799 

info@mcdb.com.au 
mcleandelmobentleys.com.au 

 

 
 
 
 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT  
TO THE MEMBERS OF CRAWFORD FUND LIMITED 
 
We have audited the accompanying financial report of Crawford Fund Limited (the company), 
which comprises the statement of financial position as at 30 June 2015, the statement of profit or 
loss and other comprehensive income, statement of changes in equity and statement of cash 
flows for the year then ended, notes comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and 
other explanatory information, and the directors’ declaration.  
 
Directors’ Responsibility for the Financial Report 
The directors of the company are responsible for the preparation of the financial report that gives 
a true and fair view in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards – Reduced Disclosure 
Requirements and the Corporations Act 2001 and for such internal control as the directors 
determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report based on our audit. We 
conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Those standards require 
that we comply with relevant ethical requirements relating to audit engagements and plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial report is free from material 
misstatement.  
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial report. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, 
including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due 
to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant 
to the company’s preparation of the financial report that gives a true and fair view in order to 
design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit also includes 
evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 
estimates made by the directors, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial 
report. 
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a 
basis for our audit opinion. 
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Independence 
In conducting our audit, we have complied with the independence requirements of the 
Corporations Act 2001. We confirm that the independence declaration required by the 
Corporations Act 2001, which has been given to the directors of Crawford Fund Limited, would be 
in the same terms if given to the directors as at the time of this auditor’s report. 
 

Opinion 
In our opinion, the financial report of Crawford Fund Limited is in accordance with the 
Corporations Act 2001, including: 

(i) giving a true and fair view of the company’s financial position as at 30 June 2015, and of 
its performance for the year ended on that date; and 

(ii) complying with Australian Accounting Standards – Reduced Disclosure Requirements and 
the Corporations Regulations 2001. 

 
 

 
MCLEAN DELMO BENTLEYS AUDIT PTY LTD     
 
 

 
James Ridley           Hawthorn  
Partner      12 August 2015 
 




























