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Welcome to the KBS Long-term Ecological
Research (LTER) Site!

Here researchers study how agricultural lands work.

This means studying the ecology of cropping systems
and how they interact with the environment.

A cropping system is made up of plants, microbes, insects, and
other organisms that farmers manage to meet human needs for
food, fiber, and fuel. Croplands also provide other benefits to

people and society, such as clean air and water, wildlife habitat,
biodiversity, and open space.

To understand the ecology of cropping systems, researchers

observe and test relationships — how crops grown in different ways
interact with soil, water, air, microbes, insects, and even wildlife. e
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By better understanding these complex interactions over time,

scientists can make farming more profitable and better for
the environment.

- Take the self-guided tour to learn
more about LTER research!
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A New Model






Creating the Eco-System to Build Impact
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