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Systems and Science that 
Keep us Safe



Promoting	
Systems	and	
Science-based	
approaches	to	
regulation

addressing risks to animal and 
plant biosecurity, zoonotic 
disease, food safety and 
nutrition and facilitating trade



Department of Agriculture, 
Water and the Environment 314 December, 2021

The	‘3	Sisters’	&	the	SPS	Agreement

Animal 
health
OIE

Plant 
protection
IPPC

The	Agreement	on	the	Application	of	Sanitary	and	Phytosanitary	Measures	(the	
SPS	Agreement)	enshrines	the	three	sisters	as	the	organisations	responsible	for	
developing	standards	to	which	countries	are	encouraged	to	harmonise	their	
national	measures

Food standards
Codex
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Our	participation	across	the	spectrum	is	important

Phytosanitary Animal Health Food Standards



Department of Agriculture, 
Water and the Environment 814 December, 2021



Department of Agriculture, 
Water and the Environment 914 December, 2021

Codex	Committee	on	Food	Import	and	Export	Inspection	and	
Certification	Systems

Develops principles and guidelines 
for food import and export 

inspection and certification systems

Codex Alimentarius 
Commission 
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Standard	setting	bodies	are	at	the	forefront	of	addressing	
emerging	issues	and	adapting	to	change

• Learn from 
COVID-19

• Remote 
Technology

• Remote audits 
and verification

• Electronic 
certificates

• Food fraud
• New foods and 

production 
systems
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Uptake	of	Codex	Standards	must	be	championed

§ Uptake	is	voluntary
§ International	Engagement
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Concluding	remarks

• Australia	plays	a	key	role	in	shaping	international	
standards	and	guidance	

• Our	work	in	the	three	sisters	is	central	to	facilitating	fair	
and	safe	trade	in	agricultural	and	food	products	

• Connected	global	value	chain,	evolving	consumer	trends	and	new	technologies
present	challenges	and	opportunities



Thank you.


