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From Field to the Lab 
Dr Jay Anderson, 
Centre for Organics Research, Southern Cross University
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Crawford Fund Pest and Disease Program in Lao PDR

Since 2009 the program in Lao PDR:

32 volunteers, mentors and students 

55 cash crops

2 laboratories and 1 green house

ht
tp
s:
//
w
w
w
.e
co
i.n

et
/e
n/
co
un

tr
ie
s/
la
o-
pe

op
le
s-
de

m
oc
ra
tic
-r
ep

ub
lic
/m

ap
s/



Banana in Lao PDR

Food and cash for poverty alleviation 
(local varieties e.g. Kuay Nam)

Culturally significant

Large concessions from foreign 
investment (Cavendish-types)

Disease issues not well documented 
(Pests - Vansilalom, 2016)



Banana leaf disease survey 



From the Field to the Lab

Field Provincial Agriculture and Forestry Office

Queensland Plant 
Pathology Herbarium

International Collection 
of Microorganisms   from 

Plants

University of Sassari

Dr Juliane Henderson (UQ/BQ)
Ms Kathy Grice (QDAF)
Dr Madaline Healey (USC)

The University of 
Queensland 

Genbank
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Lab – Pakse and Savannakhet

Australian quarantine 



Outcomes: 

- Growers – no major change to practices

- Verifiable records of freckle pathogens 

and leaf streak pathogens present

- Lao colleagues - skills
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